[Expectative management: a valid option for ectopic pregnancy].
Advances in laboratory tests and transvaginal ultrasound have enabled very early diagnosis of ectopic pregnancy. Expectative management has progressively become a real medical option for ectopic pregnancies as an alternative to surgery or medical treatment. The decision to abstain from treatment must be based on very strict criteria: patients with no symptoms, hematosalpinx<3 cm, no hemoperitoneum, hCG level<1000 mUI/ml and decreasing 48 hours later, a progesterone level<10 ng/ml. Regular surveillance until normalization of clinical, ultrasound and biological results is essential. The rate of success, which reaches 90%, clearly justifies this medical option.